A Service of Holy Communion
The Third Sunday after Trinity

Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping
from home. We are very glad to be with you.
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history,
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real
among us.
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would
like to can be part of our worship.
We are following Government and Church of England
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and
others by:
- Wearing a face mask, unless exempt from doing so.
- Maintaining a 2m distance from others
- Sanitise your hands
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in
places marked with a green tick.
Please give generously to support St James. You can
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles
about this)
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq
(the QR code will take you to this page)
- Make an electronic donation via bank
transfer or standing order.
- Place a cash donation (white or brown
envelope) in the plate on the way into
or
out of Church.
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The Gathering
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed
to the service:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

The Greeting
The Lord be with you
All: and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
	
  

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden,
to ask for his forgiveness and peace.
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:
Almighty God,
you have broken the tyranny of sin
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts
whereby we call you Father:
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service,
that we and all creation may be brought
to the glorious liberty of the children of God;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
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who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
1 Samuel 17:32-49
David said to Saul, ‘Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go
and fight with this Philistine.’ 33 Saul said to David, ‘You are not able to go
against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a
warrior from his youth.’ 34 But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant used to keep
sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from
the flock, 35 I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its
mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down,
and kill it. 36 Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised
Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living
God.’ 37 David said, ‘The LORD, who saved me from the paw of the lion and
from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.’ So Saul
said to David, ‘Go, and may the LORD be with you!’
32

Saul clothed David with his armour; he put a bronze helmet on his head and
clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 David strapped Saul’s sword over the
armour, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David
said to Saul, ‘I cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.’ So David
removed them. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth
stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling
was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine.
38

The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front
of him. 42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he
was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43 The Philistine said to
David, ‘Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?’ And the Philistine cursed
David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, ‘Come to me, and I will give
your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.’ 45 But
David said to the Philistine, ‘You come to me with sword and spear and javelin;
but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This very day the LORD will deliver you into my
41
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hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead
bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild
animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in
Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not save by
sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s and he will give you into our
hand.’
When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly towards
the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 David put his hand in his bag, took out a
stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his
forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.
48

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

2 Corinthians 6:1-13
As we work together with him,[a] we urge you also not to accept the grace of
God in vain. 2 For he says,
‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3 We are
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our
ministry, 4 but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way:
through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings,
imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the
left; 8 in honour and dishonour, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and
see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to
you. 12 There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13 In return—
I speak as to children—open wide your hearts also.
11

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
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Music for Reflection – Dear Lord and Father of
mankind
sung by St Martin’s Voices
1

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
re-clothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.

2

In simple trust like theirs who heard
beside the Syrian sea
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

3

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.

4

Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm.

John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)
(Public Domain)
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Gospel Reading – Mark 4:35-41
When the Gospel is announced the reader says
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to
the other side.’ 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in
the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great gale arose, and
the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being
swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him
up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ 39 He
woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the
wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, ‘Why are you
afraid? Have you still no faith?’ 41 And they were filled with great awe and said
to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’
35

At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet.

The Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
All: hear our prayer
At the end:
Merciful Father,
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
since as members of one body you are called to peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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cf Colossians 3.15

Music for Reflection – O worship the king
sung by St Martin’s Voices
1

O worship the King all glorious above;
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.

2

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

3

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

4

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end!
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend.

5

O measureless might, ineffable love,
while angels delight to hymn thee above,
thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.

William Kethe (fl.1559-1594), Robert Grant (1779-1838)
(Public Domain)

There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give
generously to support St James (details on p.2).
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
All: His Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation.
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and saying:	
  
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
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do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All: Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All: Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All: Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
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Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come
because he loves you and gave himself for you.
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer:

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life
All: Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Dismissal
The Blessing

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
All: In the name of Christ. Amen
Please remain in your seat until directed by a steward.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming
Licence 169385.
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