A Service of Holy Communion
Harvest Festival

Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping
from home. We are very glad to be with you.
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history,
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real
among us.
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would
like to can be part of our worship.
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These
changes will be under constant review. We ask that you care for
yourself and others by:
- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so.
- Be mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from others
- Using hand sanitiser provided
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards
- Continue giving your name for contact tracing
Please give generously to support St James. You can
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles
about this)
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq
(the QR code will take you to this page)
- Make an electronic donation via bank
transfer or standing order.
- Place a cash donation (white or brown
envelope) in the plate on the way into
or
out of Church.
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The Gathering
As we gather together and the organ plays, the stewards will show us to our
seats. We will be welcomed to the service and taken through any
notices.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

The Greeting
Let the peoples praise you, O God:
All: God be gracious to us and bless us.
Judge the peoples righteously and govern the nations upon earth.
All: God be gracious to us and bless us.
Let the earth bring forth her increase:
All: God be gracious to us and bless us.
God be gracious to us and bless us.
and make his face to shine upon us.
from Psalm 67

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
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that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
	
  

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor,
and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.
God has blessed us,
but still God’s children go hungry.
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
God has blessed us,
but still the poor cry out for justice.
Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
God has blessed us,
but still we see inequality and oppression in the earth.
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:
Creator God,
you made the goodness of the land,
the riches of the sea
and the rhythm of the seasons;
as we thank you for the harvest,
may we cherish and respect
this planet and its peoples,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Joel 2:21-27
Do not fear, O soil;
be glad and rejoice,
for the LORD has done great things!
22 Do not fear, you animals of the field,
for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit,
the fig tree and vine give their full yield.
23 O children of Zion, be glad
and rejoice in the LORD your God;
for he has given the early rain[a] for your vindication,
he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before.
24 The threshing-floors shall be full of grain,
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.
25 I will repay you for the years
that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which I sent against you.
26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put
to shame.
27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again
be put to shame

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
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1 Timothy 6:6-10
Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 for we
brought nothing into the world, so that[d] we can take nothing out of it; 8 but if
we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want
to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

Hymn – Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King
of Creation
1

Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation;
O my soul, praise him, for his is thy health and salvation:
come ye who hear,
brothers and sisters draw near,
praise him in glad adoration.

2

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth:
hast thou not seen
all that is needful hath been
granted in what he ordaineth?

3

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work, and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;
ponder anew
all the almighty can do,
he who with love doth befriend thee.
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4

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen
sound from his people again:
gladly for ay we adore him.

Joachim Neander (1650-1680), Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)

Gospel Reading – Matthew 6:25-33
When the Gospel is announced the reader says
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink,[a] or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying
add a single hour to your span of life?[b] 28 And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor
spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of
little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What
will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for
all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God[c] and his[d] righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well.
25

At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet.
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The Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
All: hear our prayer
At the end:
Merciful Father,
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
cf Galatians 5.22,23

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All: and also with you.

Offertory & Preparation of the Table
If you have brought along donations of food, please leave them at the back
of Church and they will be taken to Bedworth Food Bank.
We will not pass around a collection plate today, but please give generously
to support St James. Please see page 2 of this booklet for more information.

Hymn – Come, ye thankful people, come
1

Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest-home:
all be safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin;
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied:
come to God's own temple, come;
raise the song of harvest-home.

2

All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
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unto joy or sorrow grown;
first the blade and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear:
grant, O harvest Lord, that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.
3

For the Lord our God shall come,
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall purge away
all that doth offend, that day;
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the tares to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in his garner evermore.

4

Then, thou church triumphant, come.
raise the song of harvest-home:
all be safely gathered in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there for ever purified
in God's garner to abide:
come, ten thousand angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest-home.

Henry Alford (1810-1871) and others
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
All: His Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.
You are worthy of our thanks and praise,
Lord God of truth,
for by the breath of your mouth
you have spoken your word,
and all things have come into being.
You fashioned us in your image
and placed us in the garden of your delight.
Though we chose the path of rebellion
you would not abandon your own.
Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace.
You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets
to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace.
As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth,
we echo the song of the angels in heaven,
evermore praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord God, you are the most holy one,
enthroned in splendour and light,
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ
you reveal the power of your love
made perfect in our human weakness.
All: Amen. Lord, we believe.
Embracing our humanity,
Jesus showed us the way of salvation;
loving us to the end,
he gave himself to death for us;
dying for his own,
he set us free from the bonds of sin,
that we might rise and reign with him in glory.
All: Amen. Lord, we believe.
On the night he gave up himself for us all
he took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
All: Amen. Lord, we believe.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
All: Amen. Lord, we believe.

	
  

13	
  

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high
and we long for his coming in glory.
All: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
form us into the likeness of Christ
and make us a perfect offering in your sight.
All: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Look with favour on your people
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.
Bless the earth,
heal the sick,
let the oppressed go free
and fill your Church with power from on high.
All: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Gather your people from the ends of the earth
to feast with St James and all your saints
at the table in your kingdom,
where the new creation is brought to perfection
in Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All: Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
	
  

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All: Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All: Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
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Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come
because he loves you and gave himself for you.
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life
All: Amen.
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing

Prayer after Communion
Eternal God,
you crown the year with your goodness
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
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Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Dismissal
The Blessing
May God our creator,
who clothes the lilles and feeds the birds of the air,
bestow on you his care
and increase the harvest of your righteousness;
and the blessing…

The Dismissal
Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation
And bring forth the fruits of righteousness.
Go in the peace of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this
service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006.
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming
Licence 169385.

	
  

18	
  

