A Service of Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday Before Lent
Accession Day

Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or
participating online. We are very glad to be with you.
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history,
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real
among us.
We are following Government and Church of England
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and
others by:
- Sanitising your hands
- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would
like to can be part of our worship. The camera will only focus on those
contributing to the service.
Please give generously to support St James. You can
- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate
provided on your way in or out of Church
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please
speak to Rev Charles about this)
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq
(the QR code will take you to this page.
Please note that a small proportion of
your donation does not reach the
Church)
- Make an electronic donation via bank transfer or standing
order.
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The Gathering
We will be welcomed to the service
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

The Greeting
The Lord be with you
All: and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
	
  

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden,
to ask for his forgiveness and peace.
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:
Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness,
bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth,
and all who are in authority under her;
that they may order all things in wisdom and equity, righteousness
and peace,
to the honour and glory of your name
and the good of your Church and people;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Isaiah 6:1-8
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and
said:
‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.’
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the
house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the
King, the LORD of hosts!’
4

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and
said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin
is blotted out.’ 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’
6

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
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1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you
stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the
message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have died.7 Then he appeared to James, then
to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also
to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because
I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and
his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder
than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with
me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to
believe.
3

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

Hymn – Lord for the years
1

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

2

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us,
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.

	
  

7	
  

3

Lord, for our land, in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care;
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

4

Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain;
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him,
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

5

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;
past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926)
© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe (including UK and Ireland) and Africa, and by
Hope Publishing Company in all other territories (including USA)
(CCLI 224957, One Licence 105839)

Gospel Reading – Luke 5:1-11
When the Gospel is announced the reader says
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at
the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing
their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and
asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught
the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ 5 Simon
answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if
you say so, I will let down the nets.’ 6 When they had done this, they caught so
many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signalled to their
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled
both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell
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down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man!’ 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that
they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on
you will be catching people.’ 11 When they had brought their boats to shore,
they left everything and followed him.

At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet.

The Creed
We believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
All: hear our prayer
At the end:
Merciful Father,
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
Christ is our peace.
He has reconciled us to God
in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All: and also with you.
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Hymn – Be Thou My Vision
1

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

2

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee Lord;
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

3

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;
be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

4

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise:
be thou mine inheritance now and always;
be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

5

High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun,
O grant me its joys after victory is won;
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Irish, c 8th century
translated by Mary Byrne (1880-1931)
versified by, Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)
© Revived Copyright Holder Unknown
(Public Domain)
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
All: His Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.
When we turned away
you did not reject us,
but came to meet us in your Son.
All: You embraced us as your children
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.
In Christ you shared our life
that we might live in him and he in us.
All: He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.
On the night he was betrayed,
at supper with his friends
he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
All: Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
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Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;
do this in remembrance of me.
All: Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his blood is shed for all.
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
All: As we eat and drink these holy gifts
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.
With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
	
  

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All: Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All: Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come
because he loves you and gave himself for you.
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Prayer after Communion
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
If you are joining with the service online, you might like to say this prayer of
spiritual communion:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.
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The National Anthem
God save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen.
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save the Queen.
Anonymous
(Public Domain)

The Dismissal
The Blessing

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the lord
All: In the name of Christ. Amen.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
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