A Service of Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday

Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank
you for joining us today, onsite or online. We are very glad to be with
you.
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history,
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real
among us. Maundy Thursday is the service of Jesus, the obedient
servant, who washes the feet of his disciples and calls them to watch
and pray with him on the journey to the cross.
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would
like to can be part of our worship. The camera will only focus on those
contributing to the service.
There will be no collection plate passed around today,
but please give generously to support St James. You can
- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate
provided on your way in or out of Church
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please
speak to Rev Charles about this)
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq
(the QR code will take you to this page)
- Make an electronic donation via bank
transfer or standing order.
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The Gathering
We gather together and the organ plays, and we are welcomed to the
service.

The Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you
All: and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
	
  

Our Lord Jesus Christ says:
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’
‘Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love,
and ask him to cleanse us.
Silence is kept.
Have mercy on us, O God,
in your great goodness;
according to the abundance of your compassion
blot out our offences.
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Against you only have we sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.
Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean;
wash us and we shall be whiter than snow.
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
May the Father forgive you
by the death of his Son
and strengthen you
to live in the power of the Spirit
all your days.
All: Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
Let us pray that we may love one another as Christ has loved us.
Silence is kept.
God our Father,
you have invited us to share in the supper
which your Son gave to his Church
to proclaim his death until he comes:
may he nourish us by his presence,
and unite us in his love;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
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one God, now and for ever.
All: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Exodus 12:1-14
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for
you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one;
the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of
it. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from
the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at
twilight. 7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that
same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the
fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none of it remain until
the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 This is
how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff
in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12 For
I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for
you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you,
and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.
14

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
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1 Corinthians 11:23-26
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.’ 25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.’ 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
23

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

Hymn – My Song is Love Unknown
1

My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me;
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am I,
that for my sake
my Lord should take
frail flesh and die?

2

He came from His blest throne
salvation to bestow;
but men made strange, and none
the longed-for Christ would know:
But O! my Friend,
my Friend indeed,
who at my need
His life did spend.

3

Sometimes they strew His way,
and His sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King:
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Then “Crucify!”
is all their breath,
and for His death
they thirst and cry.
4

They rise and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of life they slay,
Yet cheerful He
to suffering goes,
that He His foes
from thence might free.

5

Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King!
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend,
in Whose sweet praise
I all my days
could gladly spend.

Samuel Crossman (1623-1683)
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Gospel Reading – John 13:1-17, 31-35
When the Gospel is announced the reader says
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the
heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table,[a] took off his
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a
basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that
was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you
going to wash my feet?’ 7 Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.’ 8 Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash
my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with
me.’ 9 Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and
my head!’ 10 Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash,
except for the feet,[b] but is entirely clean. And you[c] are clean, though not all of
you.’ 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of
you are clean.’
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to
you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants[d] are not greater than their master, nor
are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these
things, you are blessed if you do them.
12

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him,[j] God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so
now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
31
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should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.’

At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet.

Anthem – Ubi Caritas (Taize)
Ubi Caritas, et amor, ubi caritas, deus ibi est
Where there is love and charity, God himself is there.

The Washing of Feet
As the anthem continues, we share in footwashing together. We end with this
prayer:
Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.
All: Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father
through Christ the saviour of the world.
Father,
on this, the night he was betrayed,
your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet.
We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.
Lord, hear us
All: and humble us.
On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.
We pray for the unity of your Church.
Lord, hear us
All: and unite us.
On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his
disciples’ message.
We pray for the mission of your Church.
Lord, hear us
All: and renew our zeal.
On this night, he commanded his disciples to love,
but suffered rejection himself.
We pray for the rejected and unloved.
Lord, hear us
All: and fill us with your love.
On this night, he reminded his disciples
that if the world hated them it hated him first.
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.
Lord, hear us
All: and give us your peace.
On this night, he accepted the cup of death
and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom.
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We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ.
Lord, hear us
All: and welcome all your children into paradise.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All: and also with you.

Music for Reflection – A New Commandment,
Richard Shepherd
sung by St Martin’s Voices
A new commandment I give unto you,
that you love one another as I have loved you.
By this shall all men know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.

John 13.34-35
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
All: His Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right to give you thanks,
Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For on this night he girded himself with a towel
and, taking the form of a servant,
washed the feet of his disciples.
He gave us a new commandment
that we should love one another as he has loved us.
Knowing that his hour had come,
in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples
to be a memorial of his passion,
that we might proclaim his death until he comes again,
and feast with him in his kingdom.
Therefore earth unites with heaven
to sing a new song of praise;
we too join with angels and archangels
as they proclaim your glory without end:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Great is the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
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in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Standing at the foot of the cross, as our Saviour taught us so we pray,
	
  

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,
All: we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
All: Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed
are those who are called to his supper.
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the
word, and I shall be healed.

	
  

16	
  

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.
We are guided forward by the stewards to receive the bread or a blessing.

Prayer after Communion
Lord Jesus Christ,
we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament
you have given us the memorial of your passion:
grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries
of your body and blood
that we may know within ourselves
and show forth in our lives
the fruit of your redemption,
for you are alive and reign, now and for ever.
All: Amen.
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The Conclusion
The Stripping of the Sanctuary
The holy table and the sanctuary are stripped bare, as we sing this chant:
Stay with me.
Remain here with me.
Watch and pray.
Watch and pray.

The Dismissal
When the disciples had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of
Olives. Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it is possible, take this cup of
suffering from me.’ He said to his disciples, ‘How is it that you were
not able to keep watch with me for one hour? The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners.’
Christ was obedient unto death. Go in his peace.

The Watch
Rev Charles will spend an hour watching in the Lady Chapel. Please make
your way to the chapel and take a seat. Please stay for as long or as briefly
as you want to.
We depart in silence.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.
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